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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

Calspan and Stratolaunch Join Forces on Testing  
of Talon-A Hypersonic Testbed 

 
BUFFALO, NEW YORK | November 10, 2020 – Stratolaunch LLC, a leader in testing and development for 
the high-speed aerospace market, has chosen Calspan to build and test models of the fully reusable 
Talon-A autonomous, liquid rocket-powered Mach 6-class hypersonic vehicle.  Under the contract, 
Calspan Systems, located in Newport News, Virginia will build the scale models, one of which will be 
tested in Calspan’s Transonic Wind Tunnel in Buffalo, NY.    
 
“Calspan is proud to continue our work with Stratolaunch and to provide them with data essential to 
understanding the performance of their Talon-A hypersonic testbed,” said Lou Knotts, CEO of Calspan.  
“Calspan’s mission is to improve safety for the aerospace and transportation communities through 
simulation, testing, training, and technology services. We plan to expand upon this mission, with our 
eyes set on the high-speed market including supersonics and hypersonics.  We’re very excited about the 
continued evolution of our capabilities in order to better serve our customers for generations to come.”  
 
“At Stratolaunch, our mission is to advance high-speed technology through innovative design, 
manufacturing, and operation of world-class aerospace vehicles,” said Dr. Zachary Krevor, chief 
operating officer of Stratolaunch. “Working with Calspan accelerates our ability to safely launch fully 
operational hypersonic vehicles from our carrier aircraft.” 
 
The models will be completed later this year, and testing will be conducted in Q1 2021. 
 
About Stratolaunch Systems Corporation   
Stratolaunch, LLC designs, manufactures, and launches aerospace vehicles and technologies to fulfill 
several important national needs, including the need for reliable, routine access to space and the need 
to significantly advance the nation’s ability to design and operate hypersonic vehicles. Stratolaunch is 
headquartered in Mojave, CA with additional resources in Seattle, WA, Denver CO, Ashburn, VA, and 
Washington, D.C. 
 
About Calspan Corporation 
For more than 75 years, Calspan has been providing research, development and testing services in the 
aerospace and transportation industries.  Internationally recognized for safety research and innovation, 
Calspan works with leading aerospace and transportation companies both domestically and 
internationally.  The company’s headquarters is located in Buffalo, NY. with additional divisions in 
Niagara Falls, NY, Newport News, VA, San Diego, CA and St. Paul, MN.   
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